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Foreword

J

Detailed drawings and interesting text make up this collection of comprehension activities. The book provides two
distinct sections relating to each drawing and text:

1. Cloze activity pages:

Each picture-story provides the reader with two exercises.

First exercise:

accompanying picture.

The reader is provided with a complete text and shows comprehension by completing the

Second exercise: The reader shows comprehension by completing a cloze task based on the accompanying picture.

There is opportunity in some activities for slightly varied answers or drawings. If the answer or drawing provided
can be justified by the instruction then it should be seen as acceptable.

Cloze comprehension provides an ideal indication of comprehension levels.

2. Comprehension strategy pages:

Each text has two additional comprehension pages that focus on a specific comprehension strategy. These pages
can be used fo teach these comprehension strategies.

The texts and activities enable teachers to provide variety to any English language programme.
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<=3 Jenny and the Witches

Jenny and her cat, Lily, were spying on three ... _behind a high
hedge. Each Witch ... a long robe and a pointy hat, and each
held a broom. A large wart stood out on each witch's long, narrow nose. Jenny
wondered ... _witches treated warts as beauty spots. Did they
have a spell to give them one? The smallest ... .cradled a big
POOK .her arm. Jenny whispered to Lily, "We know what's in
that, don't we? The hags were standing beside a ... _cauldron. It
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .from a triangular frame over a lively fire whose flames licked
................................................ .up the pot’s side. Jenny couldn't see into the cauldron, but she
could certainly _the stench from it Whatever the brew was, it

stank asrank as A Jenny was almost gagging from it. A couple of

................................................ .watching a little frog that had climbed out of A
and was hopping away. JENNY .. .the frog would escape, but one

witch half-turned to e Orhad e _sensed Jenny
behind the .. ?

Prim-Ed Publishing www.prim-ed.ie 978-1-912760-52-7 COMPREHENSION THROUGH CLOZE 4th Class | 15

SAMPLE - NOT FOR SALE



Jenny and the Witches -1 J

Before reading

1.

Look at the picture. Write one or two questions about it that will help you understand
what the story is about.

The answer is: ‘There are witches and there is a girl hiding behind a hedge. I think the
story is about a girl watching witches cast a spell’

Write the question that goes with the answer.

Write an answer for the questions: “‘What do you think is happening? What are the
characters doing?’

Read the title. Write a question about the title to help you understand what the story
is about.

During reading

5.

What does each word or phrase below mean? Find out and write the meaning of
each word to help you understand the text better.

OIG) e

DEAIULY SPOL s
CTOAIEA oo

LK oo e

SEWET e
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Jenny and the Witches - 2 J

6. Find another word in the text you don't understand. Copy it then write a question
about it.

7. Answer the questions.

(a) Why is the girl hiding behind the hedge?

After reading
8. Write a question about how the story ended.
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W The Aliens

A

J

Foill and Beanh had returned from a visit to their moon. The crescent of it could
be seen high in the sky, but half obscured by clouds. As Foill descended the
spacecraft’s staircase, the vehicle's power unit, idling, flashed green and yellow
along the keel. Her friend, Geinh, stood waiting on a hover sledge, holding the
steering handle. Identical to Foill, her clothes fitted like a coat of orange paint.
Under the sledge, thin yellow thruster beams, looking like legs from semi-globes,
stabbed into the ground, causing a low cloud of dust beneath the vehicle. Two
similar maintenance robots hovered quietly under the spaceship. They hovered just
like the sledge, causing little dust clouds. Each had extended an appendage into
an open hatch above each. In the top half of the vehicle, behind a wide window,
Beanh remained to work in the vehicle's control cabin. He had hold of a lever
hanging down from the cabin’s ceiling to his left. The lever controlled the bands
of alternating red and green beads of light above and below the control room's

window. All sorts of dials, fifteen at least, festooned the wall behind him.
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Cm The Aliens

..............................................

the vehicle's power unit, idling,

Foill descended the spacecraft’s

flashed green ... yellow along the keel. Her friend, Geinh, waiting
ON s hover sledge, holding the ... handle. Identical
to Foill, her clothes ... like a coat of orange paint. Under the sledge,

iNtothe causing a low cloud of dust ... the vehicle.
Two similar maintenance robots hovered .o under the spaceship.
They hovered just like the sledge, causing little ... clouds. Each

had extended an ..o into an open hatch above each. In the top
............................................. of the vehicle, behind a wide window, Beanh ... to
work in the vehicle's control cabin. o had hold of a lever hanging
down from the cabin’s ceilingto his ... The lever controlled the bands
of alternating red and green ..o of light above and ..o

the control room’s window. All sorts of dials,

wall behind him.
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The Aliens = )

1.  To make sure you can read and understand the text, draw a line to match each word
with its meaning.

(a) crescent . « not clear or plain; hidden

(b) obscured . .« avehicle with runners to use in snow and ice

(c) keel . + the shape of the moon when it is less than half full

(d) sledge . + not operating; staying in place

(e) idling . « a piece of wood or metal along the centre of the
bottom of a ship

(f) descended - - went or came down

2. Find another word or phrase in the text you don't understand.

Copy it below then find out what it means. Write the meaning below.

3. Find at least four words from the text for each column of the table.

-ai—long ‘@’ sound -st—consonant blend

4. What does the sentence ‘All sorts of dials, fifteen at least, festooned the wall behind
him." mean?

Choose the best meaning from those below. Underline it.

a) The wall of the control cabin was colourful.

b

There were a lot of different switches on the wall of the control cabin.

c) Beahn decorated the wall because it was almost Christmas time.

(
(
(
(d

)
)
)
)

The control cabin was covered with strings of flowers and ribbons.
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The Aliens = 2 )

5. Draw a picture to tell what each person was doing.

Foill Geinh Beanh

6. Read the following sentence.
‘Each had extended an appendage into an open hatch above each!

Who or what is being spoken about in this sentence? What are they doing? What
does ‘each’ at the end of the sentence refer to?

7.  Were any words unfamiliar to you before you read the text?

Write some words you added to your vocabulary after reading the text.

8. Tick (¢) any strategies you used as you read the text.

- reread the text « read more slowly - read ahead

- read aloud - stop and think « look at the picture

. predict what might happen next - connect to own knowledge
-« work out what unfamiliar words mean - make a picture in my head

- ask myself questions about the text
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w Invaders from Space )

The alien spaceships had been detected arriving unannounced over the open sea,
and so Earth’s United Nations had sent a naval force to meet them. On arrival, the
flotilla’s commander had hailed the visitors by radio, for each alien craft had an
antenna dish with a central spike on top. Strangely, the visitors had not replied.
Instead, they had hovered silently with little ‘portholes’ flickering on their upper
halves. Suddenly, the ‘antenna’ of the leading UFO had emitted a reddish beam
of light, criss-crossing, stern to stem, a naval ship below it. The light-beam sliced
the ship's steel hull like a hot knife cuts through butter. Within seconds, flames and
black smoke had plumed upwards from the rent hull. As the ship had begun to
sink, the crew had launched lifeboats, but only four little craft were seen escaping
the doomed vessel. Then, the leading UFO, moving forwards, had re-aimed its
ray-beam weapon to lance hotly towards a nearby warship. But forewarned, the
warship was returning fire with a shell from its forward cannon. In support, three

fighter jets streaked in, one already launching a missile at the attacking invader.
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Cm Invaders from Space

The alien spaceships had been detected arriving unannounced over the

sea, and so, Earth’s United Nations had sent a naval force

meet them. On arrival, the flotilla's commander

hailed the visitors by radio, for each alien had an antenna dish with

a central spike on top. Strangely, the visitors not replied. Instead,

had hovered silently with little ‘portholes’ flickering on their upper

halves. Suddenly, the ‘antenna’ of the leading had emitted a reddish
beam of light, criss-crossing, stern to stem, a ship below it. The light-
beam sliced the ship's hull like a hot knife through
butter. Within seconds, flames and black had plumed upwards
from the rent hull. As the ship had to sink, the crew had launched
lifeboats, but only four little were seen escaping the doomed vessel.
Then, the leading moving forwards, had re-aimed ray-
beam weapon to lance towards a nearby warship. But forewarned,
the was returning fire with a shell from its forward n
support, three fighter jets in, one already launching a missile at the
invader.
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( summarising | Invaders from Space - 1 )

1. Which two groups of vessels are the main characters’ in the text?

Draw and label each group.

2. List the five water and air vessels mentioned in the text.

Rewrite the event in your own words.

SAMPLE - NOT FOR SALE

Write about it in your own words.
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