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Detailed drawings and interesting text make up this collection of comprehension activities. The book provides two

distinct sections relating to each drawing and text:

1.

Contents
Teacher Notes .....covneeennnecennenenns iv-ix  The Magician
Robo Skipper /:i?jjng connections
cloze 2-3
predicting 4-5  Volcano
Micro-sized cloze o
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Reiigzee& H&G 1041 clarifying/declunking
making connections ... 12-13  Da Vinci Diving Suit
Spacecraft: Ladybird Class cloze o
cloze 145 SUMMAISING wevvvvrnreeeens
QUESEIONING cevvvrreeeeeemreseeeenesereenns 16-17  Nikola Tesla
Sand Sculptures Photos cloze T
cloze 18.10 determining importance
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cloze 22-23 inferring
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The Shipwreck cloze. :
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inferring 32-33  Mae Jemison
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Egyptian Alien ¢ T
d cloze 4243 questioning .........cc......
VISUQLISING creervevvereerreeeeesseeeinne 44-45

Cloze activity pages:

Each picture-story provides the reader with two exercises.

First exercise:

The reader is provided with a complete text and shows comprehension by completing the

accompanying picture.

Second exercise: The reader shows comprehension by completing a cloze task based on the accompanying picture.

There is opportunity in some activities for slightly varied answers or drawings. If the answer or drawing provided
can be justified by the instruction then it should be seen as acceptable.

Cloze comprehension provides an ideal indication of comprehension levels.

Comprehension strategy pages:

Each text has two additional comprehension pages that focus on a specific comprehension strategy. These pages
can be used fo teach these comprehension strategies.

The texts and activities enable teachers to provide variety to any English language programme.
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Answers
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Spacecraft: Ladybird Class-1 |

Before reading

1. Theansweris: The illustration tells me that the text is about a spaceship that has landed on a planet
where there are active volcanoes. Many details are given about the spaceship. There are many different
levels with a variety of different things on each level The illustration tells me that the text will describe the
spaceship and its many different components.

Write a question that matches the answer.

2. The questions are: What is the importance of the word ‘Ladybird’ in the title? What do the other words
in the title tell you the about the text?
Write the answer to the questions.

During reading

3. The question is: What do the following words mean?
Write the answer to the question. (Ensure the meaning of the word is as it is used in the text.)

Y DT et R 2R

KOl ettt eee et et e oo e et £t 2ottt s e et eeessenseee

NOMINGIY s ssssssiss s S

OB et eaee e e s e ettt 22t et eesserene

EXPEATLIONAIY  ovvvveeeeeeeesessesseseeeeeeesessssssssee e sssssssse s sss s 15585

CONJOIN e sesss s sssss s osss s osss s

LI O ettt ettt e e et e e et s ettt s e et eeeererseee

POIOGIAPRIC oot eesesese e ses e sesee s ses sk

FE St OON ettt ee e e ettt et s et e e s e et ereseeees e seeesen

After reading

4.  Question: What do you think was the writer's aim in writing this text?
Write an answer to the question.

5. Were any ideas confusing? If so, write one or two below. Will rereading the text help?

16 | DRAW TO A CLOZE 6th Class 978-1-912760-54-1 Prim-Ed Publishing www.prim-ed.ie

SAMPLE - NOT FOR SALE



Spacecraft: Ladybird Class - 2

J

Write answers to the questions. All answers should be in full sentences.
Right there in the text (Literal questions)
6. (a) Whatisthe Ladybird's purpose?

(b)  What rooms, equipment or objects are found on each floor of the Ladybird spaceship?

(c)  Why are the details of the Denney Drive (2D) indicated only by empty compartments?

Think and search (Inferential questions)

7.  (a) Howimportantisthe Denney Drive to the spacecraft's function and purpose?

(b) What clue in the text tells you this?

8. (a) Why were the EVA suits and the expeditionary equipment placed in their current location?

(b)  What clue in the text tells you this?

In my head (Evaluative questions)

9.  The text says ‘In the exploration of outer space and planets, the Ladybird spaceship performs
admirably’. How do we know the Ladybird is capable of performing admirably?
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( pictorial Sand Sculptures Photos J

A group of sculptors had come to the beach
to sculpt hummocks of sand into incredible
artworks. This sculpture, which rose a metre high,

could have been a nod to the Sphinx. Its two

triangular ears must have been difficult to form.
In front of it, either the sculptor or some wit had
sketched a couple of fish skeletons in the sand
and placed a Frisbee™ as a water dish, which was

obviously way too small.

This sculpture was big enough to fit a young child
in its cockpit. The sculptor had helped realism

by scoring a helm in the forward bulkhead and a
two-hook anchor in the foredeck. Extra realism
was given by an inflatable lifebuoy ring that
stood upright in the recess and a little pennant
which flapped from a stern flagstaff. Cleverly,

the sculptor had heaped sand into ridges to be

pretend wake ripples at the waterline.

One of the most interesting sculptures was
a swimming sea serpent or—maybe it was a

surfacing sand worm! Whatever, it echoed the

creature which supposedly lurks in Loch Ness in

Scotland, though only hearsay and grainy photos
exist as proof. An inflatable beach ball rested
precariously atop the creature’s snout—which
was pretty strange, really. Beside the sculpture,

there was a line of footprints—maybe the wit had

struck again!
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Sand Sculptures Photos )

A group of sculptors had come to the beach
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............................ a couple of fish .o in the
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Sand Sculpture Photos -1 J

Understanding the meaning of words will help you understand a text better.

Find out and write a meaning for each word. Make sure when you write the word meaning you ensure
that it is the one that fits the word as it is used in the text.

(a) hummocks

(b) wit

(c) realism
(d) helm

(e) bulkhead
(f)  foredeck

(g) hearsay

(h) grainy

(i)  precariously ..

(j)  snout

Some words can have more than one meaning.
Draw a line from each word to the meaning that best suits the way the word was used in this text.
(a) recess -+ ashort period of time something is suspended
a secluded inner area or part
(b) wake . - tobecome roused from sleep
the path or course of anything that has passed or preceded
(c) rose . - aflower with a prickly stem
sprung up or grew
(d) form . - adefinite shape
to make or produce
(e) scoring - - keeping a record of points in a game or match
making notches, cuts, lines, etc.
Read the sentences from the text, looking carefully at the phrases in bold.
Explain what each phrase means.

(a) This sculpture, which rose a metre high, could have been a nod to the Sphinx.

(b) Aninflatable beach ball rested precariously atop the creature's snout—which was pretty strange,
really!
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Sand Sculpture Photos - 2 J

4.  Whatis the writer trying to say by using each phrase in bold in the sentences below?

(a) Beside the sculpture, there was a line of footprints—maybe the wit had struck again!

(b) Extrarealism was given by an inflatable lifebuoy ring that stood upright in the recess ...

5. Toclarify your thoughts, list and describe each sand sculpture using the table below.

Sculpture name: Sculpture description:
Sculpture name: Sculpture description:
Sculpture name: Sculpture description:

6.  Were any words in the text difficult to read? List any words that were unfamiliar to you and you had to
use decoding skills (sounding out, breaking into syllables, looking for blends or prefixes, finding root
words) to work them out.

7. Tick (¢) any strategies you used as you read the text.

- reread the text - read more slowly

+ read ahead + read aloud

- stop and think + look at the picture

. predict what might happen next + connect to own knowledge
- work out what unfamiliar words mean - create a picture in my head

- ask myself questions about the text
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( summarising | Whitewood Forest - 1 )

1. Underline the sentence below that best summarises the main idea of the text.

(a)
(b)
(c)

On the planet Treeholm, Whitewood Forest stands in winter's thrall.
Two scientists, who are exobiologists, have climbed up to discover what wildlife survives there.

Though Treeholm's atmosphere is Earth-like, it is low in oxygen.

2. Scan through each section of the text for any keywords, then write a short summary of that section,

using your keywords.

(a)

On the planet Treeholm, Whitewood Forest stands in winter's thrall. In the thin, icy air, the forest's
enormous, crowding trees rise grimly, intermingling their branches so closely as to make bridges
between themselves, high above the ground.

KOYWOTAS: iieeeeeeeerseessissseesese s sssssssss s ssss 588858888

UMY eteeeveeveeeeseeeee s sssss 441154

The exobiologists must use breathing apparatus. They wear masks which feed air from portable
tanks on their backs. The masks are fitted with microphones that allow the researchers to
communicate by radio helmets, each of which has a spike jutting up from its crown. The scientists
have tethered themselves together, and one carries an auxiliary rope.

KBYWOTAS: tteeeeeeeeeeeesissseeeess s ssssssssss s ssss s 28888888

UMY eteveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e ssss e 41544

Fortuitously, the height at which they stand has various creatures. They notice first a pair of big-
eared, penguin-like creatures. One has its mouth wide open, squawking loudly, perhaps to warn its
partner about an enormous serpent that is wrapped around a branch behind it. On a distant tree,
the researchers see three spider-like creatures, seemingly guarding a web that stretches between
two branches. They glimpse a centipede that is scuttling along a branch from behind a tree just
ahead of them, but neither see three ladybirds which are scrutinising them from behind.

KBYWOTAS: iveeeeeeeee e issseesess s ssssss s ssss s 588858888
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