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Foreword
Detailed drawings and interesting text make up this collection of comprehension activities. The book provides two 
distinct sections relating to each drawing and text:

1. Cloze activity pages:

 Each picture-story provides the reader with two exercises.

 First exercise: The reader is provided with a complete text and shows comprehension by completing the 
accompanying picture.

 Second exercise: The reader shows comprehension by completing a cloze task based on the accompanying picture.

 There is the opportunity in some activities for slightly varied answers or drawings. If the answer or drawing 
provided can be justified by the instruction then it should be seen as acceptable.

 Cloze comprehension provides an ideal indication of comprehension levels.

2. Comprehension strategy pages:

 Each text has two additional comprehension pages that focus on a specific comprehension strategy. These pages 
can be used to teach these comprehension strategies.

 The texts and activities enable teachers to provide variety to any English language programme. 
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Cloze

The longships sailed in line as they navigated  towards Bergen after 

their crews’ piratical  in Northumbria. The  ships were 

almost identical. Each had a , shallow-draught, clinker-built hull 

which  easily over the sea’s swells and . They could 

sail  water only one metre deep. The stem featured a prominent, 

 dragon’s head and the stern, a  tail. The Norsemen 

believed the dragon’s head on the  warded off sea monsters, though 

it served well to  fear in the townsfolk the  raided. 

Each ship  steered by a crewman  wielded a long 

paddle attached to the right side  the stern. Here, the lead craft’s light 

 sail displayed a symbolic totem, a red wolf’s , whilst 

the aft ship’s sail, traditionally rectangular, featured vertical red  white 

stripes. With a strong wind, such vessels could attain 15 knots. If the wind abated, a 

ship could  rowed by long oars deployed  holes in the 

gunwales. A plank  each side of a ship held outboard the warrior crew’s 

 shields. Such ingenuity conserved floor space for the crew, seafaring 

fittings, , weapons and . 

Viking Dragon Boats
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Viking Dragon Boats – 1

Before reading

1. Look at the illustration then write one question about it. (The answer will help you understand 
what the story is about.) 

 

 

 Write the answer to the question.

 

 

2. Read the title then write a question about the title. (The answer will help you understand what 
the story is all about.)

 

 

 Write the answer to the question.

 

 

During reading

3. Find out and write the meaning of each word to help you understand the text better.

 streamlined 

 shallow-draught 

 clinker-built 

 stem 

 stern 

 prow 

4. Find another word in the text you don’t understand. Copy it then write a question about it. 

 

 

After reading

5. Write a question about the main idea of the text.

 

 

 Write the answer to the question.

 

 

Questioning
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Viking Dragon Boats – 2

Write answers to the questions. 

Right there in the text

6. Which feature on the boat was used to scare away sea monsters and create fear in the 
townsfolk in the towns that were being raided by the Norsemen?

 

 

 How were the Viking dragon boats constructed?

 

 

 Why were the crew’s weapons transported along the outside of the boat?

 

 

Think and search

7. Why did the boats have both sails and long oars that extended from holes in the boat?

 

 

 What clue in the text tells you this?

 

8. Why were the dragon boats able to sail in water only one metre deep?

 

 

 What clue in the text tells you this?

 

In my head

9. Why do you think the Norsemen were very successful pirates?

 

 

 

10. How do you know the Norsemen put a lot of thought into the design of their dragon boats?

 

 

 

Questioning
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Pictorial

A ferocious dragon was terrorising farmlands, flying in to take farm animals and burn 

crops. It was ruining the livelihood of the farmer folk, and though the farmers were 

tough and brave, none were trained fighters, and so they called upon the Iron Knight 

for help. He responded without hesitation. After a long hunt, he found the beast resting 

in an abandoned field. Standing face to face, he taunted the beast to battle. Enraged, 

the dragon spread its bat-like wings and rose into the air above the field. It spat fire 

on every bush in sight. They burst into flames which sent smoke billowing upwards. The 

bushes ablaze, the beast pointed its snout to jet fire at the puny human. But the Iron 

Knight stood his ground. He deflected the fire with his shield, and readied the long, 

sturdy sword in his right hand. When the fire died away, he would lunge to stab mightily 

into the dragon’s merciless heart. He hoped his metal armour would withstand the 

beast’s cruel talons, three to a paw, and its sharp, triangular teeth. The curved spurs 

halfway along the creature’s wings were another danger.

Knight and Dragon
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Cloze

A ferocious dragon was terrorising farmlands, flying in to  farm animals 

and burn . It was ruining the livelihood  the farmer folk, 

 though the farmers were tough and brave, none were trained fighters, 

and so  called upon the Iron Knight for help. He responded without 

hesitation. After a long hunt, he  the beast resting in an  

field. Standing face to face, he taunted the  to battle. Enraged, the 

dragon  its bat-like wings and rose into the  above 

the field. It spat fire  every bush in sight.  burst into 

flames which sent  billowing upwards. The bushes ablaze, the beast 

 its snout to jet fire at the  human. But the  

Knight stood his ground. He deflected the fire with his , and readied the 

long, sturdy  in his right hand. When the fire died , he 

would lunge to stab  into the dragon’s merciless . He 

hoped his metal armour  withstand the beast’s cruel talons, 

 to a paw, and its sharp, triangular . The curved spurs 

halfway along the creature’s wings  another danger.

Knight and Dragon
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Knight and Dragon – 1Clarifying/Declunking

1. To make sure you can read and understand the text, draw a line to match each word with its 
meaning.

 (a) ferocious • • way of making a living or maintaining life

 (b) terrorising • • savagely fierce like a wild beast; violently cruel

 (c) livelihood • • delay, doubt, halt

 (d) hesitation • • filling or overcoming with terror; dominating by intimidation

 (e) sturdy • • forsaken, left unused

 (f) taunted • • strongly built, robust 

 (g) abandoned • • infuriated, made very angry

 (h) enraged • • provoked, mocked

2. Find and write the meanings of the following words from the text. 

 (a) puny 

 (b) deflected 

3. List other words from the text you did not know the meanings of.

 

 How will you find out what they mean?

 

4. Read the sentences from the text. Look at each word in bold. Write who or what each word or 
phrase refers to. 

(a) It was ruining the livelihood of the farmer folk and though 
the farmer folk were tough and brave, none were trained 
fighters, and so they called the Iron Knight for help.

(b) After a long hunt, he found the beast resting in an 
abandoned field.

(c) It spat fire on every bush. They burst into flames which 
sent smoke billowing upwards.

(d) He deflected the fire with his shield, and readied the 
long, sturdy sword in his right hand. 

5. Were any words hard to decode and read? List any below and tell how you worked each out.
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Knight and Dragon – 2Clarifying/Declunking

6. After the knight found the dragon, he devised a simple plan to defeat him.

 Write at least four steps (or main events) in the text that tell you what steps he took to defeat 
the dragon. 

 

7. Knowing root words and how to change them to make new words, extends vocabulary.

 For each root word, write the word in the text that is based on it.

 (a) terror  (b) ruin 

 (c) live  (d) train 

 (e) respond  (f) hesitate 

 (g) abandon  (h) rage 

 (i) mercy  (j) might 

 (k) billow  (l) blaze 

 (m) triangle  (n) ready 

8. Were any words unfamiliar to you before you read the text? 

 Write some words you added to your vocabulary after reading the text.

 

 

 

9. Tick (3) any strategies you used as you read the text.

 • reread the text  • read more slowly 

 • read ahead  • read aloud 

 • stop and think  • look at the picture 

 • predict what might happen next  • connect to own knowledge 

 • work out what unfamiliar words mean  • create a picture in my head 

 • ask myself questions about the text 
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Pictorial Carnivorous Plants

Doctor Ardan Healy’s research project was at the trial stage. His project was the 

development of a carnivorous plant that protected food crops from insect predators. 

Now, a month into the trial, he stood, a long gardening fork in hand, in his test garden, 

watching one of his meat-eating plants ‘hunt’ three grasshoppers near a stand of low 

wheat stalks. His eyesight wasn’t good, but his big, thick spectacles, almost goggles, 

helped a lot. The grasshoppers seemed to be fleeing the plant. The plant had moved 

when they’d approached, maybe scaring them. ‘Yes! Good!’ the doctor murmured to 

himself. But if the insect pests wanted the nearby corn crop instead, then the doctor had 

a plant ready there, too. It was centred in the crop and facing the flying pests. He also 

had another one planted beside the straw-stuffed scarecrow. He didn’t notice that a 

bird was perched on the scarecrow’s arm, looking down at feathers which dangled out 

of that particular plant’s snapped shut ‘mouth’. Suddenly, his cat in the cabbage patch 

left of him began hissing at one of the carnivorous plants which was leaning towards it 

there, mouth open.
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Cloze Carnivorous Plants 

Doctor Ardan Healy’s research  was at the trial stage. His project was 

the development of a carnivorous plant that protected  crops from 

insect predators. Now, a month into the trial,  stood, a long gardening 

 in hand, in his test garden,  one of his meat-eating plants 

‘hunt’  grasshoppers near a  of low wheat stalks. His 

eyesight wasn’t good, but his big, thick , almost goggles, helped a lot. The 

grasshoppers seemed to be  the plant. The plant had moved when they’d 

approached, maybe scaring . ‘Yes! Good!’ the doctor  to 

himself. But if the insect  wanted the nearby corn  instead, 

then the doctor had a plant  there, too. It was centred in the crop 

 facing the flying pests. He also had another one planted  

the straw-stuffed scarecrow. He didn’t notice that a bird was  on the 

scarecrow’s arm, looking  at feathers which dangled out of that particular 

plant’s snapped shut ‘mouth’. Suddenly, his cat in the cabbage patch  of 

him began  at one of the carnivorous plants  was leaning 

towards it there, mouth open.
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Carnivorous Plants – 1Summarising

1. Underline the keywords in the two sentences below.

 Doctor Ardan Healy’s research project was at the trial stage. His project was the 
development of a carnivorous plant that protected crops from insect predators.

 Use the keywords to write one or two sentences in your own words to explain the main idea of 
the text above.

 

 

 

 

2. Explain why Doctor Healy thought his research project seemed to be working.

 

 

 

 

3. Read the sentence from the text.

 His eyesight wasn’t good, but his big, thick spectacles, almost goggles, helped a lot. 

 Rewrite the sentence in your own words.

 

 

 

4. How did Doctor Healy’s poor eyesight affect how well he thought his research project was 
progressing?

 

 

 

 

5. Read the sentence from the text.

 He didn’t notice that a bird was perched on the scarecrow’s arm, looking down at feathers 
which dangled out of that particular plant’s snapped shut ‘mouth’.

 Rewrite the sentence in your own words to explain what it means or what happened.
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