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Detailed drawings and interesting text make up this collection of comprehension activities. The book provides two 
distinct sections relating to each drawing and text:

1. Cloze activity pages:

 Each picture-story provides the reader with two exercises.

 First exercise: The reader is provided with a complete text and shows comprehension by completing the 
accompanying picture.

 Second exercise: The reader shows comprehension by completing a cloze task based on the accompanying picture.

 There is opportunity in some activities for slightly varied answers or drawings. If the answer or drawing provided 
can be justified by the instruction then it should be seen as acceptable.

 Cloze comprehension provides an ideal indication of comprehension levels.

2. Comprehension strategy pages:

 Each text has two additional comprehension pages that focus on a specific comprehension strategy. These pages 
can be used to teach these comprehension strategies.

 The texts and activities enable teachers to provide variety to any English language programme.
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Cloze It's a Dog's Life

Aoife was puzzled. Her teacher had set the  a research project 

and she was not sure what  she should choose. The instructions 

were to ‘teach me  facts you know’ and Aoife’s problem was 

there were just  many things she found fascinating. As she 

looked around her classroom, she saw a picture of dogs on the wall. There was a 

Dobermann dog with pointed  and a studded collar, leaping 

in the air to catch a flying ring. ‘Oh, I know an interesting fact’, she thought to 

herself, ‘Dogs used to  studded collars to protect from wolf 

attacks.’ A sad-looking basset hound  the bottom of the picture 

caught her eye. ‘Basset hounds come from France,’ she  and 

‘People in Ancient China used to put dogs up their sleeves to keep themselves 

’  to mind when she noticed the tiny pug. A 

spotted dog helped her to  that ‘Some dogs have spots all over 

their , even in their mouth’ and ‘A dog’s house is called a kennel’. 

‘That’s it,’ she thought with  clarity, ‘I know lots of interesting 

 about dogs.’
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It's a Dog's Life – 1Questioning

Before reading

1. Look closely at the picture provided. What makes you curious? Write a list of five 
questions you have about the picture. 

 • 

 • 

 • 

 • 

 • 

2. The title of this story is ‘It’s a Dog’s Life.’ What do you think this means? Write three 
questions you would ask someone to help you find out. 

 • 

 • 

 • 

3. What questions could you ask your friends to find out interesting facts they know? 
Write two questions below.

 • 

 • 

During reading

4. Imagine that you are Aoife’s teacher and you wish to write a guide to help your pupils 
complete their project. Write five questions that could help them think about what to 
include in their project; for example, What interesting things do you spend your spare 
time doing?

 • 

 • 

 • 

 • 

 • 
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It's a Dog's Life – 2Questioning

5. Imagine that you are one of Aoife’s classmates and you will also complete the task. 
Write five questions that you could ask of your teacher to clarify what the task 
involves; for example, How many interesting facts should I include?

 • 

 • 

 • 

 • 

 • 

6. In this story, Aoife thinks of five interesting facts she knows about dogs. Write down 
the fact that you find the most appealing.

 

 Now write four questions you could ask to discover more information about this fact.

 • 

 • 

 • 

 • 

After reading 

7. Aoife is a fascinating character. What questions would you ask her if you were to 
meet her personally? Write three questions below. 

 • 

 • 

 • 

8. What questions do you have about dogs as a result of reading this story? Write three 
questions below. 

 • 

 • 

 • 
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Pictorial

As soon as George set his feet on the sand, he felt happy. The golden grains were 

warm and comforting on his skin. Tiny waves rolled towards his feet and tickled 

at his toes. He liked the way it felt; like tiny fingers saying ‘hello’. It was a warm 

summer’s day and many people were enjoying the ocean. He looked towards two 

toddlers playing in the water and then jumped in alarm. Behind the children, he 

could see a dark, triangular shape cutting its way through the water. ‘Shark,’ he 

thought to himself with alarm. ‘Shark!’ he repeated, this time out loud and at the 

top of his voice. His words caused panic. ‘Quick, out of the water,’ bellowed the 

lifeguards as they hurried to clear the sea. Quite suddenly, they stopped running 

and came to a halt. Their burly bodies blocked George’s view, so he quickly scurried 

between their legs to see why they were stopped. ‘Oh, that’s a relief,’ he laughed 

to himself. The ‘shark’ was, in fact, a friendly dolphin that had come to feast on the 

fish that were feeding in the shallow water. ‘Sorry everyone!’ he called loudly, ‘False 

alarm’.

False Alarm
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Cloze

As soon as George set his feet on the sand, he felt happy. The golden grains 

 warm and comforting on his skin. Tiny waves rolled 

 his feet and tickled at his toes. He liked the way it felt; 

like  fingers saying ‘hello’. It was a warm summer’s day 

and  people were enjoying the ocean. He looked towards 

two toddlers playing in the water and then  in alarm. 

 the children, he could see a dark, triangular shape cutting its 

way through the . ‘Shark,’ he thought to himself with alarm. 

‘Shark!’ he repeated, this time out loud and at the top of his voice. His words caused 

. ‘Quick, out of the water,’ bellowed the lifeguards as they hurried 

to  the sea. Quite suddenly, they stopped running and came to a 

. Their burly bodies blocked George’s view, so he quickly scurried 

between their  to see why they were stopped. ‘Oh, that’s a 

,’ he laughed to himself. The ‘shark’ was, in fact, a friendly dolphin 

that  come to feast on the fish that were  in 

the shallow water. ‘Sorry everyone!’ he called loudly, ‘False alarm’.

False Alarm
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False Alarm – 1Clarifying/Declunking

1. The story describes the waves as tickling George’s toes. What does this mean? 

 

 How do you know? 

2 It continues on to say that George liked this feeling, as if the waves were ‘like tiny 
fingers saying ‘hello’.’ What does this mean? 

 

 How do you know? 

 Which part of the text did you use to help you understand this line? 

 

3. How is George feeling when he looks at the toddlers? 

 

 Which part of the text helped you to understand this?  

 

4. What does it mean when the lifeguards ‘hurried to clear the sea’? What words before 
or after this sentence helped you to understand this meaning? Write the words in a list 
below, explaining how they aided your understanding. 

 

 

 

 

5. The lifeguards are described as ‘burly’. What does this mean? What words before or 
after this description helped you to understand its meaning? Again, write the words in 
a list below, explaining how they aided your understanding. 
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False Alarm – 2Clarifying/Declunking

6. Are there any words in the text that you do not understand? Write them in the chart. 
Try to find at least two words. For each of the words, write what you think they mean 
based on the surrounding words, then look up a definition in the dictionary and write 
that in the third column.

 

Words I don't understand What I think they mean Definition

7. How close were your definitions to the dictionary definitions? If you were correct 
in your assumptions, explain how you decided the meanings of the words. If your 
definitions were not quite correct, explain what you could do next time to work out 
what the words mean.

 

 

8. For the two difficult words you listed for Question 6, write an example of each word in 
an explanatory sentence.

 

 

 

9. Is there an idea in the text that you don’t understand? Write it down. What do you 
think it means? How do you know? What does it actually mean? How did you find out?

 

 

 

10. Write three rules for your classmates on how to work out the meaning of words, 
sentences or ideas.

 • 

 • 

 • 
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Pictorial

Edward T was having difficulty choosing where to bury his treasure. He couldn’t 

decide between a deserted island (marked on his map with an ‘X’) or dropping it in 

the ocean near where mermaids lived. He knew he would not bury it anywhere near 

the serpent monster that lurked within deep water. Edward T was a fierce pirate 

and he enjoyed looking scary, but he didn’t like to feel scared. Edward’s friends 

called him ‘Blackbeard’. He had big, bushy whiskers that sprouted from his chin. 

When he knew he was going to attack a ship, he would weave cannon fuses into 

his beard and light them. They would let off smoke. This caused great fear in those 

he was attacking, and some would give him their treasure just to get him to leave 

their ship. He recorded his adventures on a map with a picture of each location he 

visited. As well as the island, mermaids and serpent, Blackbeard had discovered a 

giant octopus with long tentacles, sailed past great white sharks and accidentally 

run his ship aground on a sandbar. Life as a pirate was never dull!

Blackbeard, the Pirate
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Cloze

Edward T was having difficulty choosing where to bury his . 

He couldn’t decide between a deserted  (marked on his 

map with a ‘X’) or dropping it in the ocean near where  lived. 

He knew he would not bury it anywhere near the serpent monster that lurked 

 deep water. Edward T was a fierce  and he 

enjoyed looking scary, but he didn’t like to feel scared. Edward’s friends called him 

‘Blackbeard’. He had big, bushy  sprouted from his chin. When 

he knew he was going to attack a ship, he would weave cannon fuses into his beard 

and light them. They would let off smoke. This caused great  

in those he was attacking, and some would give him their treasure just to get him 

to leave their . He recorded his adventures on a map with a 

picture of each location he visited. As well as the island, mermaids and serpent, 

Blackbeard had discovered a giant  with long tentacles, sailed 

past great white sharks and accidentally run his ship aground on a sandbar. Life as 

a pirate was never dull!

Blackbeard, the Pirate
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Blackbeard, the Pirate – 1Summarising

1. Write three separate words that could describe the subject and main ideas of this 
story.

   

2. In three or four sentences, explain what the story is about.

 

 

 

 

3. Create a mind map. Identify four or five keywords from the story that summarise the 
main idea of the text. 

 

4. If you were to explain to another person the character Edward T, what would you tell 
them? 

 

 

 

 

5. What places did Edward T visit searching for his treasure? Write your answers in full 
sentences and in order.
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