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Foreword
Detailed drawings and interesting text make up this collection of comprehension activities. The book provides two 
distinct sections relating to each drawing and text:

1.	 Cloze activity pages:

	 Each picture-story provides the reader with two exercises.

	 First exercise:	 The reader is provided with a complete text and shows comprehension by completing the 
accompanying picture.

	 Second exercise:	 The reader shows comprehension by completing a cloze task based on the accompanying picture.

	 There is opportunity in some activities for slightly varied answers or drawings. If the answer or drawing provided 
can be justified by the instruction then it should be seen as acceptable.

	 Cloze comprehension provides an ideal indication of comprehension levels.

2.	 Comprehension strategy pages:

	 Each text has two additional comprehension pages that focus on a specific comprehension strategy. These pages 
can be used to teach these comprehension strategies.

	 The texts and activities enable teachers to provide variety to any English language programme.
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Cloze Like a (Star)fish out of Water

Whoosh! The pipe  up the starfish. Down the 

dark tunnel he . Pop! Out he popped onto the 

floor. What funny things he saw! A  in a little, 

black bowler hat juggled . A clown with a white 

hat squeezed a noisy toy. A clown in a  scooped 

up water in a bucket. Whoosh! The  flew across 

the room. ‘What a mad house!’ thought the . ‘I 

feel like a (star)fish out of water!’ 
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Like a (Star)fish out of Water – 1Questioning

Before reading

1.	 Write a question about the picture. 

	

	

2.	 Write a question about someone or something in the picture.

	

	

3.	 Write a question about the title.

	

	

During reading

4.	 Find a hard word in the text. Write it. 

	 Write a question about it. 

	

	

5.	 Find a hard sentence in the text. Copy it.

	

	

	 Write a question about it. 
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Like a (Star)fish out of Water – 2Questioning

6.	 Write a question about the starfish.

	

	

7.	 Write a question about the clowns.

	

	

After reading

8.	 Write a question about how the story ended.

	

	

9.	 Write a question about what the text was trying to tell you.

	

	

10.	Write questions about anything in the text you didn’t understand.
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Pictorial

One windy day, Sarah took her butterfly kite to the park. The pond in the 
park was the home for some noisy geese. They ate grass, roots and the 
leaves of the plants. Suddenly, Sarah saw a large goose in front of her. 
The goose stretched out its neck and honked loudly. Do geese eat kites 
too? Sarah quickly took her kite back home. Months later, Sarah saw 
some goslings walking behind their mother in a long line. 

Great Goose!
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Cloze

One windy day, Sarah took her butterfly  to 

the park. The pond in the  was the home for 

some noisy geese. They  grass, roots and the 

leaves of the plants. Suddenly,  saw a large 

goose in front of her. The goose  out its neck 

and honked loudly. Do  eat kites too? Sarah 

quickly took her kite back home. Months later, Sarah saw some goslings 

 behind their mother in a long line. 

Great Goose!
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Great Goose! – 1Clarifying/Declunking

1.	 Find a word in the text that you don’t understand. 

	 Write it. 

	 How will you work out what it means?

	

	 What does it mean? 

	

	

2.	 Find a word in the text that you can’t read.

	 Write it. 

	 How will you work out how to read it?

	

	 What does it mean? 

	

	

3.	 Find a group of words (phrase) in the text you don’t understand.

	 Write it. 

	

	 How will you work out what it means?

	

	 What does it mean? 
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Great Goose! – 2Clarifying/Declunking

4.	 Find a sentence in the text that you don’t understand. Copy it. 

	

	

	 How will you work out what it means?

	

	 What does it mean?

	

	

	

5.	 Is there an idea in the text you don’t understand?

	 Write what it is.

	

	

	 How will you work out what it means?

	

	 What does it mean?

	

	

	

6.	 Write about anything else you didn’t understand.
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Pictorial

Three cute crabs caught coconuts in their claws. The first crab threw one 
from claw to claw to play catch. The second crab kept the coconut on his 
head to keep his hot head cool. The third crab carried the coconut above 
his head. One coconut was cut open. The bucket, spade and beach ball 
made clever goal posts. The crabs kicked and crashed coconuts through 
the goalposts. Coconuts clicked and cracked. Could you copy them? 
Could you do crazy things with coconuts?

Crazy Crabs and Coconuts
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Cloze

Three cute crabs caught  in their claws. The first 

crab  one from claw to claw to play catch. The 

second  kept the coconut on his head to keep his 

hot head cool. The third crab  the coconut above 

his head. One coconut was cut open. The , 

spade and beach ball made clever goal posts. The crabs 

 and crashed coconuts through the goalposts. 

Coconuts clicked and cracked. Could  copy 

them? Could you do crazy things with coconuts?

Crazy Crabs and Coconuts
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Crazy Crabs and Coconuts – 1Summarising

1.	 Who are the most important characters in the text?

	

2.	 How many crazy crabs were in the story altogether? 

	 Write a sentence.

	

3.	 What happened at the beginning of the story?

	 Copy a sentence.

	

	

	 Write it in your own words.

	

	

4.	 What happened at the end of the story?

	 Copy one or more sentences.

	

	

	

	 Write about it in your own words.
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