
www.prim-ed.com

S
A

M
P

LE
 - 

N
O

T 
FO

R
 S

A
LE



HIGHER-ORDER THINKING SKILLS – BOOK 42 978-1-84654-989-2      www.prim-ed.com    Prim-Ed Publishing

Read the text.

Homophones are words that sound the same but have different meanings.  
For example, whale and wail are homophones.

	 Have you ever heard a whale wail?

Read the sentence and underline the homophones. 

	 1.	The dogs had to flee when they saw the flea.

	 2.	Lee won’t give me peace until I give him a piece of pie.

Compose a sentence using the pair of homophones.

	 3.	board, bored

		

	 4.	wait, weight

		

	 5.	weak, week

		

	 6.	knew, new

		

	 7.	heard, herd

		

	 8. threw, through

		

Sound pairs

compose: to write creatively

English
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Read the text, then complete the items.

King Henry went to the royal vault every day to check on his money. 
One day he counted 50 gold coins. He decided to put the coins into four 
piles. Each pile had a different number of coins.

•	 The second pile had 2 times as many coins as the first pile.
•	 The third pile had 3 times as many coins as the first pile.
•	 The fourth pile had 4 times as many coins as the first pile.

	 1.	Calculate how many coins King Henry had in each pile. 

		  first pile:  coins	 second pile:  coins

		  third pile:  coins	 fourth pile:  coins

	 2.	Suppose King Henry had double the number of gold coins. Could he still make four 
piles so that the second pile had 2 times as many coins as the first, the third pile had 
3 times as many coins as the first and the fourth pile had 4 times as many coins as 
the first? Explain your thinking.

		

		

		

		

King Henry’s gold

explain: to give good reasons for your thoughts

Mathematics
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At the garage sale

analyse: to look at closely for patterns and relationships

Zandra is grouping items for a garage sale.

	 1.	Analyse these sale items and draw a line to the correct table.

	 2.	Write one more thing that could go on each table.

		  magnetic: 

		  non-magnetic: 

Magnetic Non-magnetic

Science
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The rubbish 
collectors 
emptied the bins 
by hand into a 
horse-drawn 
carriage.

Rubbish collection of the future

predict: to tell what will probably happen

Look at the picture of a rubbish collection from the 1900s. Think about how rubbish 
collection is conducted today and describe or draw a picture in the ‘Present’ box. Predict 
what the service will be like in the future and draw or describe it in the 'Future' box.

Past

Present

Future

History/Citizenship
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