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FOREWORD
Teaching Writing Strategies is a series of six books using modelling, guided and independent practice to teach pupils 
strategies they can use to improve the clarity, correctness and richness of their writing. The focus is on sentences, 
their structure, punctuation and word choices and on developing editing and proofreading skills and their habitual 
use.

Titles in this series:

• Teaching Writing Strategies (Book 1) • Teaching Writing Strategies (Book 4)
• Teaching Writing Strategies (Book 2) • Teaching Writing Strategies (Book 5)
• Teaching Writing Strategies (Book 3) • Teaching Writing Strategies (Book 6)
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T E A C H E R  I N F O R M AT I O N

ANSWERS

Verbs  – Page 17

 1.  (a) pound
  (b) wander
  (c) sparkle

 2. (a) tumble, gush, rush, flow
  (b) pound, hammer, approach, arrive
  (c) Teacher check

 3. (a) Teacher check
  (b) Answers may include: flow, tumbled, rush

 4. Teacher check

Boring Verbs  – Page 18

 1. (a)–(b) Teacher check
  (c) Answers may include  –walked, ran, travelled, drove, cycled, 

flew, skipped

 2. (a)–(c) Teacher check
  (d) Answers may include –earned, received, bought, caught, 

obtained, found, grabbed

 3.–4.  Teacher check

Adverbials  – Page 19

 1. (a) restlessly
  (b) in the country
  (c) at sunrise

 2. (a) when
  (b) where
  (c) how

3.–6. Teacher check 

ASSESSMENT ANSWERS

Assessment Activity  – Page 28

 1.  (a) tumbled
  (b) hammer
  (c) sparkling

2.–5. Teacher check

Class Record Sheet  – Page vi

ASSESSMENT WRITING

• Paragraph Topic – Water
• Focus: Word Choices – pronouns

Self-evaluation  – Page viii

UNIT 3 VERBS AND ADVERBIALS
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 1. I love waterfalls
  that tumble and gush
  making misty rainbows
  as they restlessly rush
  their waters flow and flow.

 2. I love rivers
  that wander and go
  through city and field
  so stately and slow
  their secrets tightly sealed.

 3. I love the sea
  urgent waves that pound
  and hammer the shore
  approaching with no sound
  to arrive there with a roar.

 4. I love cool lakes
  waters deep and blue
  sparkling in the sun
  a twinkling, shining view
  their flowing now is done.

 5. I love my bath
  my soap-bubbled sea
  just me there all alone
  so warm and carefree
  in this sea I call my own.

UNIT 3

I LOVE WATER
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A verb is a doing word. For example: We read books. The water runs. 
Good writers choose their action verbs carefully. For example: Instead of 
writing, ‘The water ran.’, a better writer could write, ‘The water tumbled  
and gushed.’.

 1. Choose the best verb for each sentence.

pound   sparkle   wander

(a) The huge waves  across the shore.

(b) Rivers  through the countryside.

(c) The bright sun will  on the lakes.

 2. Read the poem again.

(a) In the first verse, circle the verbs that can tell how waterfalls move.

(b) In the third verse, circle the verbs that can tell what the sea does.

(c)  Use one of these verbs to write an interesting sentence about water.

 

 

 3. Read the verbs from Verse 2.

love   wander   go   sealed

(a) Write an interesting sentence using one of the verbs.

 

 

(b) Write two other verbs for ‘go’.   

 4. (a) Write an interesting verb from Verse 1. 

(b) Write a sentence using this verb.

 

 

UNIT 3
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We use some verbs like went too often. A better verb would 
tell how something went.

 1. Write each sentence using a better verb.

(a) The river went to the open sea.

 

(b) The waterfall went down the mountain.

 

(c) Write three more interesting verbs for ‘went’.

     

 2. Write a better word for ‘got’ in each sentence.

(a) Last night, I got into my bath. 

(b) The waves got to the shore. 

(c) They got out of the bus. 

(d) Write three more interesting verbs for ‘got’.

     

 3. Think of an interesting sentence using the verb ‘got’. Write this sentence 
using a better, more descriptive verb.

 4. Write two sentences about watching waterfalls.  
You must not use the verb ‘saw’.

• 

 

• 

 

UNIT 3

BORING VERBS
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An adverbial can tell when, how or where the verb happens. 
For example: Today, (when) the water flowed quickly (how) into 
the lake (where).

 1.  Circle the adverbial in each sentence telling more about the verb.

(a) The waterfalls restlessly rush.

(b) Some rivers flow in the country.

(c) The lake sparkles at sunrise.

 2.  Circle the adverbial for each verb.  
Write ‘how’, ‘when’ or ‘where’ on the line.

(a) I love my bath at night. 

(b) Rivers flow through city and field. 

(c) The sea approaches with no sound. 

 3. Add an adverbial to tell ‘how’.

(a) The waves pound 

(b) Rivers wander 

 4. Add an adverbial to tell ‘when’.

(a) The waves pound 

(b) Rivers wander 

 5. Add an adverbial to tell ‘where’.

(a) The waves pound 

(b) Rivers wander 

 6. (a) Write a sentence about how something rushed. Make it interesting.

 

 

(b) Write the adverbial from your sentence. 

UNIT 3

ADVERBIALS
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T E A C H E R  I N F O R M AT I O N

 LESSON NOTES AND PLANS

Introduction

•  Discuss the text title with pupils. 
•  What do they think the text may be about?
•  Ask pupils to identify the text type.
• Revise the term ‘verbs’ and list some examples of what 

people do (verbs).
•  Read the text to or with the class.
• Identify some of the action verbs used in the text.

Verb Tense   – Page 23

• Read and discuss the definition at the top of the page.
• Discuss why verbs are an important part of every sentence 

and why it is important for writers to use the correct verb 
tense.

• Discuss and elicit from pupils the tense of the story (past 
tense – it has happened).

• Work through the activities with the class as a whole, 
ensuring they understand what is required of them.

• Work with those requiring additional assistance while 
the remainder of the class work independently on the 
activities.

Past Tense Verbs  – Page 24

• Review pupils’ understanding of the term ‘verb’ and ask 
them to provide examples.

• Discuss changing verbs to past tense. Most add ‘d’ or ‘ed’.
• Ask pupils to list some common irregular past tenses; for 

example, catch – caught, say – said. 

Matching Verbs   – Page 25

• Discuss with pupils how verb forms change, depending on 
who or what is doing the action. Use simple examples;  
I am running; we are running. 

• Introduce the concept of the subject; i.e. ask who or 
what is doing the action; for example, The Islanders are 
catching fish. Ask ‘who or what’ are catching fish. The 
Islanders (subject) are catching.

• Work through the activities with the class as a whole, 
ensuring they understand what is required of them.

• Provide opportunities to share and discuss sentences from 
Question 4 with a partner. 

Focus

Word choices  – choosing correct verbs: tense, consistency, subject, regular 
irregular

Progression

Recognise
Pupils will recognise the tense of a verb; subject–verb agreement (asking 
‘who or what is doing the action?’); regular and irregular verbs; and auxiliary 
verbs, from modelled examples.

Choose
Pupils will choose the tense of a verb; subject–verb agreement; regular 
and irregular verbs; and auxiliary verbs, from given examples, with teacher 
support.

Use
Pupils will use the correct tense; subject–verb agreement; regular and 
irregular verbs; and auxiliary verbs in self-written sentences and paragraphs.

Definition of Terms

Verbs or ‘doing’ words show actions or states of being or having.

Subject–verb agreement – The form of the verb must match who or what is 
Performing the action; for example, I am reading. They are reading. The main 
verb is the verb describing the action.

Auxiliary verbs are verbs added to the main verb which can change its 
tense; for example, He swims. He is swimming. He had been swimming.

Regular verbs follow regular pattern when changing from the present to the 
past tense; for example, shop – shopped, rate – rated.

Irregular verbs are verbs which do not follow a regular pattern when 
changing from the present to the past tense; for example, buy – bought, swim 
– swam, fly – flew.

Auxiliary verbs 
The verbs ‘to be’ and ‘to have’ are used as auxiliary or ‘helper’ verbs. 
They have many forms which change with the subject and the tense. See the 
chart below.

Introduction

Good writers improve their writing by their choice and use of correct verb 
forms for emphasis and to make meaning explicit.

VERBS: TENSE, MATCHING VERBSUNIT 4

The verb ‘to be’ The verb ‘to have’

Person Pronoun Present Past Present Past
First (singular) I am was have had

Second you are were have had
Third he/she/it is was has had

First (plural) we are were have had
Second you are were have had
Third they are were have had
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T E A C H E R  I N F O R M AT I O N

ANSWERS

Verb Tense  – Page 23

 1. (a) live (present)
  (b) will want (future)
  (c) grew (past)

 2. Teacher check

 3. (a) was
  (b) took
  (c) were
  (d) is

Past Tense Verbs  – Page 24

 1. Teacher check

 2. (a) left
  (b) made
  (c) sold

 3.–4. Teacher check

Matching Verbs  – Page 25

 1. (a) were bombed (the islands)
  (b) stay (the people on West Island)
  (c) had ended (the copra industry)

 2. (a) ✓
  (b) ✘
  (c) ✘
  (d) ✘

3.–5. Teacher check

ASSESSMENT ANSWERS

Assessment Activity  – Page 29

 1. (a) will visit (future)
  (b) sold (past)
  (c) is (present)

 2. (a) was
  (b) were sent
  (c) came

 3. (a) enjoyed
  (b) came
  (c) swam

 4.  Teacher check

 5. (a) landed (the visitors)
  (b) go (the teachers)
  (c) could be seen (Huge crabs)

 6. (a) ✘
  (b) ✓
  (c) ✘
  (d) ✓
  (e) ✘

Class Record Sheet  – Page vi

ASSESSMENT WRITING

• Paragraph Topic – My Favourite Island
• Focus: Word Choices – verbs: tense, matching verbs

Self-evaluation  – Page xiii

VERBS: TENSE, MATCHING VERBSUNIT 4
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 1. The Cocos Keeling Islands are limestone and 
coral islands in the Indian Ocean off the west 
coast of Australia. These remote islands are too 
small to appear on maps. They are 2,768 km from Perth 
in Australia and about 1,000 km from Java in Indonesia. 

Early History
 2. In the early 1800s, the valuable coconut palms 

growing there attracted British and Dutch people who 
established settlements on some of the larger islands. A 
number of settlements were established on some of the larger islands. Workers, 
mainly from Indonesia and Malaysia, and convicts were used as slaves, 
collecting and breaking open the coconuts.

 3. Cocos was so far from any other country that they made up their own laws and 
had their own money. Distance also made it almost impossible for workers to 
leave these islands. 

 4. Food was always a problem and their diet was not very healthy.

The 20th Century
 5. In 1901, a cable station was set up on Direction Island with a staff of 

40 people. This underwater communication cable linked Australia,  
South Africa and Singapore.

 6. During World War II, the islands were bombed many times. The military base 
and airstrip there made them an enemy target. At this time, the population of 
almost 1,500 people relied on shipping for most of their supplies, even for rice. 
When ships didn’t come, they were forced to survive on fish and coconuts.

 7. In 1955, Australia took over responsibility for the islands from the British.
 8. The Clunies Ross family, who had been involved with the Cocos Islands since 

those very early times, sold the islands to Australia in 1978.
 9. By 1987, the copra industry had ended and many Cocos Malays left the islands.

Today
 10. The largest island in this group of islands is West Island. The people who live on 

West Island are mostly Australians. They usually work there for about two years. 
 11. The other inhabited island is Home Island. It is the Cocos Malays’ permanent 

home.
 12. The beautiful, white sandy beaches of Direction Island attract many yachts 

which anchor there, but not in summer, which is the cyclone season.
 13.  Regular flights now make it possible for a limited number of tourists to visit 

these islands to enjoy great fishing, snorkelling and diving.

UNIT 4

THE COCOS ISLANDS
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Verbs can tell us about what has happened in the past,  
what is happening now in the present and what will happen in the future.
• Their diet was not very healthy. (past)
• The sandy beaches attract many yachts. (present)
• Regular flights will make it possible to visit. (future)

 1.  Underline the verbs. Write ‘past’, ‘present’ or ‘future’ after each sentence.

(a) Mostly Australians live on West Island. 

(b) People will want to visit the Cocos Islands. 

(c) Coconut palms grew all over the islands. 

There are some smaller verbs that help with tense. 
will = future tense  is/are = present tense  had/was/were = past tense

 2. Write an interesting sentence about something you:

(a) are looking at now. 

 

 

(b) looked at yesterday. 

 

 

(c) will do tomorrow. 

 

 

 3. Correct the tense of the verb and write it on the line.

(a) A cable station is set up in 1901. 

(b) In 1955, Australia takes over responsibility. 

(c) During World War II, the islands are bombed many times. 

(d) The largest island will be called West Island. 

UNIT 4

VERB TENSE
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Changing most verbs to the past tense is easy – we add ‘ed’ or ‘d’. 
For example: live – lived, collect – collected.

 1. Write a short, interesting sentence using the past tense of each regular verb.

(a) use 

 

(b) involve 

 

(c) survive 

 

Some past tense verbs need to change more. For example: come  – came, 
break  – broke.

 2. Write the past tense of each verb on the line.

(a) Many Cocos Malays leave the islands. 

(b) Cocos Islanders make up their own laws. 

(c) The Clunies Ross family sell the islands to Australia. 

Past tense verbs like seen and done  
always need a helper like has and was.

 3. Write each verb with a helper.

(a) seen  (b) done 

(c) gone  (d) been 

 4. (a) Write a sentence using ‘seen’ and its helper.

 

 

(b) Write a sentence using ‘done’ and its helper.

 

 

UNIT 4
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