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FOREWORD
Teaching Writing Strategies is a series of six books using modelling, guided and independent practice to teach pupils 
strategies they can use to improve the clarity, correctness and richness of their writing. The focus is on sentences, 
their structure, punctuation and word choices and on developing editing and proofreading skills and their habitual 
use.

Titles in this series:

• Teaching Writing Strategies  (Book 1) • Teaching Writing Strategies  (Book 4)
• Teaching Writing Strategies  (Book 2) • Teaching Writing Strategies  (Book 5)
• Teaching Writing Strategies  (Book 3) • Teaching Writing Strategies  (Book 6)
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T E A C H E R  I N F O R M AT I O N

ANSWERS 

Verbs – Page 17

 1.  (a) search
  (b) seize
  (c) pounce

 2. (a) crawl, fly, wriggle, slither, walk
  (b) oink, squeak, quack, moo, neigh
  (c) Teacher check

 3.  Teacher check

Boring Verbs – Page 18

 1.–5. Teacher check

Adverbials – Page 19

 1. (a) in the pond
  (b) early in the morning
  (c) slowly

 2. (a) in the grass (where)
  (b) quickly (how) 
  (c) at night (when)

 3.–5. Teacher check

ASSESSMENT ANSWERS

Assessment Activity – Page 28

 1. (a) eat
  (b) pounces
  (c) calls

 2.–5. Teacher check

Class Record Sheet – Page vi

ASSESSMENT WRITING

• Paragraph Topic – Who Am I?
• Focus: Word Choices – verbs and adverbials

Self-evaluation – Page xiii

UNIT 3 VERBS AND ADVERBIALS
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UNIT 3

WHO AM I?

You’ll see me swim

On lake and pond

I eat most things

Of snails I’m fond.

And when I’m finished 

With my snack

You’ll hear me calling

‘Quack, quack, quack’.

I am a .

You’ll see me soar

Above the ground

Searching for food

Circling round and round.

And then I pounce—

A gold-brown streak—

To seize my prey

With claws and beak.

I am an .

You’ll hear me call

One cold, dark night

But you’ll never hear 

My wings in flight.

Nor will my prey

Like mouse and shrew

They’ll never hear

‘Hoo, hoo, hoooo’.

I am an .
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UNIT 3

VERBS

A verb is a doing word.  
For example: We write stories. This bird talks. 
Good writers choose their verbs carefully.  
For example:  Instead of writing, ‘The eagle flew’, a better 

writer could write, ‘The eagle soared’.

 1. Choose the best verb for each sentence.

seize pounce search

(a) The duck will  for snails.

(b) The  eagle will  its prey in its claws.

(c) The owl will  on a mouse.

 2. oink squeak crawl fly quack

wriggle slither moo walk neigh

(a) Circle the verbs that can tell how animals move.

(b) Cross the verbs that can tell how animals sound.

(c) Choose one verb to use in an interesting sentence.

 

 

 3. Write an interesting sentence using one of the verbs.

swim eat hear finish
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UNIT 3

BORING VERBS      We use some verbs like ‘went’ 
too often. A better verb would 
tell how something went.

 1. Write each sentence using a better verb.

(a) The ducks went to the pond.

 

(b) A boy went to the zoo.

 

 2. Write three other verbs for ‘went’.

  

 3. Write a better word for ‘got’ in each sentence.

(a) The girl got her bag. 

(b) She got into the car. 

(c) The car got going. 

 4. Write three other verbs for ‘got’.

  

 5. Write two sentences about watching birds. You must not use the 
verb ‘saw’.

  

  

  

Art suggestion
A girl getting into a car with a bag
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UNIT 3

ADVERBIALS

An adverbial can tell when, how or where the verb happens.  
For example:  Today, (when) the owl flew quickly (how) to the 

ground (where).

 1. Circle the adverbial telling more about the verb.

(a) The little duck swam in the pond.

(b) The frog swam early in the morning.

(c) The fish swam slowly.

 2. Circle the adverbial.  
Write ‘how’, ‘when’ or ‘where’ on the line.

(a) Ducks waddle in the grass. 

(b) Eagles swoop quickly. 

(c) Owls hunt their prey at night. 

 3. Add an adverbial to tell how.

The ducks quacked .

 4. Add an adverbial to tell when.

The owl flew .

 5. Add an adverbial to tell where.

The frog croaked .
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T E A C H E R  I N F O R M AT I O N

VERBS: TENSE, MATCHING VERBSUNIT 4

LESSON NOTES AND PLANS

Introduction

• Discuss the text title with pupils. 
• What do they think the text may be about?
• Ask pupils to identify the text type.
• Revise the term ‘verbs’ and list some examples of what 

people do (verbs).
• Read the text to or with the class.
• Identify some of the action verbs used in the text.
Verb Tense – Page 23

• Read and discuss the definition at the top of the page.
• Discuss why verbs are an important part of every sentence 

and why it is important for writers to use the correct verb 
tense.

• Discuss and elicit from pupils the tense of the story (past 
tense – it has happened).

• Work through the activities with the class as a whole, 
ensuring they understand what is required of them.

• Work with those requiring additional assistance while 
the remainder of the class work independently on the 
activities.

Past Tense Verbs – Page 24

• Review pupils’ understanding of the term ‘verb’ and ask 
them to provide examples.

• Discuss changing verbs to past tense. Most add ‘d’ or ‘ed’.
• Ask pupils to list some common irregular past tenses; for 

example, catch – caught, say – said.
• Work through the activities with the class as a whole, 

ensuring they understand what is required of them.
Matching Verbs – Page 25

• Discuss with pupils how verb forms change, depending on 
who or what is doing the action. Use simple examples; I am 
running; we are running. 

• Introduce the concept of the subject; i.e. ask who or what 
is doing the action; for example, ‘Mum is watching Dad.’ 
Ask who or what ‘is watching’. Mum (subject) is watching.

• Work through the activities with the class as a whole, 
ensuring they understand what is required of them.

Focus

Word choices – choosing correct verbs—tense, consistency, subject, 
regular, irregular

Progression

Recognise
Pupils will recognise the tense of a verb; subject–verb agreement (asking 
‘who or what is doing the action?’); regular and irregular verbs; and 
auxiliary verbs from modelled examples.

Choose
Pupils will choose the tense of a verb; subject–verb agreement; regular 
and irregular verbs; and auxiliary verbs from given examples, with teacher 
support.

Use
Pupils will use the correct tense; subject–verb agreement; regular 
and irregular verbs; and auxiliary verbs in self-written sentences and 
paragraphs.

Definition of Terms

Verbs or ‘doing’ words show actions or states of being or having.

Subject–verb agreement – The form of the verb must match who or what is 
performing the action; for example, I am reading, They are reading. 

Main verb – the verb describing the action.

Auxiliary verbs are verbs added to the main verb which can change its 
tense; for example, He swims, He is swimming. He had been swimming.

Regular verbs follow a regular pattern when changing from the present to 
the past tense; for example, shop – shopped, rate – rated.

Irregular verbs are verbs which do not follow regular patterns when 
changing from the present to the past tense; for example, buy – bought, 
swim – swam, fly – flew.

Note: Auxiliary verbs

The verbs to be and to have are used as auxiliary or ‘helper’ verbs. They have 
many forms which change with subject and the tense. See the chart below.

The verb ‘to be’ The verb ‘to have’

Person Pronoun Present Past Present Past
First (singular) I am was have had

Second you are were have had
Third he/she/it is was has had

First (plural) we are were have had
Second you are were have had
Third they are were have had

Introduction

Good writers improve their writing by their choice and use of correct verb 
forms for emphasis and to make meaning explicit.
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T E A C H E R  I N F O R M AT I O N

UNIT 4 VERBS: TENSE, MATCHING VERBS

ANSWERS

Verb Tense – Page 23

 1. (a) past
  (b) future
  (c) present

 2. Teacher check

 3. (a) will have
  (b) will make

Past Tense Verbs – Page 24

 1. (a) licked
  (b) handed
  (c) use
  (d) liked

 2. (a) ate
  (b) were

 3. Answers will vary. Teacher check.

Matching Verbs – Page 25

 1. (a) was slicing/Mum
  (b) rolled/She

 2. (a) ✓
  (b) ✗ – rolled/had rolled
  (c) ✓ 
  (d) ✗ – enjoyed/did enjoy 

 3.  (a) cut/sliced
  (b) spread
  (c) was/tasted

 4. Teacher check

ASSESSMENT ANSWERS

Assessment Activity — Page 29

 1. (a) present
  (b) past

 2. (a) is using
  (b) will eat

 3. (a) saw
  (b) ate

 4.  Teacher check

 5. (a) am eating/I
  (b) liked/The boys

 6. (a) ✓
  (b) ✗ – fitted

Class Record Sheet – Page vi

ASSESSMENT WRITING

• Paragraph Topic – My Lunch
• Focus: Word Choices – verbs and adverbials

Self-evaluation – Page xiii
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UNIT 4 

YUMMY LUNCH

My mum is so clever! She made me a yummy lunch. This is what she did.

First, she took a fresh tortilla and laid it flat on a plate.

Then, using a knife, she spread creamy mayonnaise over the tortilla.

Next, she placed three slices of fresh ham on top of the mayonnaise.

A slice of cheese fitted neatly over the ham.

Finally, Mum cut up some crunchy lettuce and added that over everything.

Then, starting at one side, Mum rolled the whole wrap into a tube. 

Mum sliced the wrap into two equal pieces and handed me the plate.

I licked my lips, opened my mouth wide and bit into the juicy wrap.  
I enjoyed my yummy lunch.
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UNIT 4

VERB TENSE

Verbs can tell what has happened in the past (Mum made lunch), 
what is happening now in the present (Mum makes lunch) and what 
will happen in the future (Mum will make lunch).  

 1. Underline the verbs. Write ‘past’, ‘present’ or ‘future’  
after each sentence.

(a) Mum sliced some cheese. 

(b) I will eat the tortilla soon. 

(c) I am watching Mum. 

Little verbs help with tense: will (future), is/are (present), had/were (past).

 2. Write an interesting sentence about something you:

(a) are eating now. 

 

(b) were eating yesterday. 

 

(c) will eat tomorrow. 

 

 3. Correct the tense of the verb and write it on the line.

(a) Tomorrow, I have a sandwich for lunch. 

(b) Next week, Mum make tortillas. 
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UNIT 4

PAST TENSE VERBS

Changing most verbs to the past tense is easy – we 
add ‘ed’ or ‘d’. For example: slice – sliced; roll – rolled.

 1. Write the past tense of each verb.

(a) lick  (b) hand 

(c) use  (d) like 

Some past tense verbs need to change more.  
For example: take – took; make – made. 

 2. Write the past tense of each verb.

(a) My sister eats her lunch. (b) We are in the classroom.

   

Helpers Verbs

The verbs ‘seen’, ‘done’, ‘been’ and ‘gone’ need a 
‘helper’. Look at the walking sticks to find the ‘helpers’.

 3. Choose a verb to go with each helper. Write the verbs.

(a) has (b) have (c) had

     

has
have

had
seen been

done gone
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