
Questioning 2A

The Nightingale

Once, there was a rich man who caught a nightingale. He wanted to keep it 
in a cage. 

The nightingale spoke to him. ‘Please release me! If you do, I’ll give you some 
advice that may prove useful one day.’ 

So the rich man freed him. The nightingale gave this advice. ‘Don’t be sorry 
for what you can’t get back. Never trust useless words.’

The rich man listened to the advice. Then he tried to grab the nightingale. The 
nightingale flew out of reach. Then he said, ‘You shouldn’t have freed me. I have a 
big gem hidden beneath my wing. If you’d found it, you would have been very rich.’

The rich man leaped up, trying to catch the nightingale again.

‘Now I know you’re a greedy and silly man’, said the nightingale. ‘You were sorry 
for something that can’t be brought back. You believed my useless words. I am just 
a tiny bird. How could I hide a big gem under my wing?’

The nightingale flew away, free and content.
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Questioning

Ballad of a Terrified Termite

2B

This tale tells of a sad termite

Who was a terrific builder. 

He built his mound so strong and fine

He thought it would last forever.

 Build it up, Build it high,

 Until it reaches the sky.

His colony lived safe inside

The soldiers and the workers too.

They guarded and worked all the day

Guarding the king and making goo.

 Build it up, Build it high,

 Until it reaches the sky.

Then one day, when it was raining,

A deluge washed the mound away.

The terrified termite was sad.

The terrified termite just stayed.

 Build it up, Build it high,

 Until it reaches the sky.


