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The NEW English Skills Boxes 1–3 provide opportunities for pupils to read an 
exciting range of graded texts to support, match or challenge their needs and to 
creatively apply their skills and knowledge of English comprehension, vocabulary, 
spelling, grammar and punctuation.  

Fifteen colour sets of five cards within each box provide a range of illustrated 
fiction (modern and classic), non-fiction, rhyme and poetry texts for children to 
read and enjoy. The texts are aligned to book bands: Box 1 Green to White, Box 2 
White to Grey, and Box 3 Grey to Dark Red and beyond. The use of a qualitative and 
quantitative readability measure ensures greater reliability in text measurement 
and progression.  

Follow-up, skills-focused activities link to the statutory English national curriculum 
requirements and the content domains for reading, spelling, punctuation and 

grammar, as featured in national tests (SATs). The number of activities 
gradually increases over the three boxes. 

The careful grading and steady skills progression mean the cards 
may be used in whole-class teaching, small guided reading groups 
or independently by the pupils. They may be used in sequence 
or selected by the teacher to match identified needs. The cards 
have been written to increase in difficulty as children progress 
through the box. Cards within a colour set may be tackled in any 
order.

After every three card sets, pupils may take a progress test to 
review knowledge and skills met along the way. Each test covers 
reading comprehension, vocabulary, spelling, grammar and 
punctuation and has a maximum score of 20 marks. Tests are 
written in the style of national tests and are free to download 
from www. prim-ed.co.uk. The answers are available in the 
Teacher Guide.

Each box has 75 graded reading texts to align with the national curriculum and 
SATs requirements of KS1, LKS2 and UKS2, with skill-focused activities to inspire 
confidence in learners. 

The English Skills Boxes each contain:
• 75 cards in 15 colour sets of five cards;

• 75 child-friendly answer cards;

• a Teacher Guide with card-by-card notes and answers; and 

• free, downloadable progress tracking resources from  
 www.prim-ed.co.uk, including:

 –  five progress tests;

 – tracking sheets for teachers; and

 – tracking sheets for pupils.

An Introduction to
The English Skills Box



How to Use Each Card

3



4

Year 1 Content Domain: 
Reading Content Domain: Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

Card 
Colour 

and 
Number Title

Text Type – 
Genre 1a

 D
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Red – 1
The Dream 

Dragon
Narrative 2 3 1

G1.1 Nouns
G1.2 Verbs

G3.1 Sentences G4.1a Simple past tense G5.1 Capital letters
G5.3 Question marks

S6, S8, S37

Year 2, Part 2 Content Domain: 
Reading Content Domain: Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

Card 
Colour 

and 
Number Title

Text Type – 
Genre 1a

 D
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au

se
s

G4
 V

er
b 

fo
rm

s, 
te

ns
e 

an
d 

co
ns

is
te

nc
y

G5
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g 

Silver – 3
Autumn Leaf 
Block Graph

Recount 2 3 1
G1.7 Prepositions 

(Year 3)
G2.1 Statements G3.4 Subordinating 

conjunctions
G5.1 Capital letters
G5.2 Full stops
G5.5 Commas in lists

G6.3 Suffixes S16, S21, 
S24, S27, 
S31

Sample Scope and Sequence Charts for Box 1

Book Band Chart for Box 1
Year 1 Year 2

The English Skills Box
Colour Set

Book Band Guide
The English Skills Box

Colour Set
Book Band Guide

Red Set Working within Green Purple Set Working within Turquoise

Yellow Set Working within Green Brown Set Working within Turquoise

Blue Set Working within Orange Black Set Working within Purple

Orange Set Working within Orange Lime Set Working within Purple

Green Set Working within Turquoise Grey Set Working within Purple

Pink Set Working within Gold

Lemon Set Working within Gold

Mauve Set Working within Gold

Silver Set Working within White

Gold Set Working within White



Sample Spelling and Grammar Domains Chart for Box 1

Re
d

R1

Year 1 
Spelling Domain 
Coverage

The sounds /f/, /l/, /s/, /z/ and 
/k/ spelt ff, ll, ss, zz and ck.

The ŋ sound spelt n before k.

-tch

The /v/ sound at the end of words.

Adding -s and -es to words (plural 
of nouns and the third-person 
singular of verbs).

Adding the endings -ing, -ed and 
-er to verbs, where no change is 
needed in the root word.

Adding -er and -est to adjectives, 
where no change is needed in the 
root word.

Vowel digraphs and trigraphs.

Words ending in -y (/i:/ or /ɪ/).

New consonant spellings ph
and wh.

Using k for the /k/ sound.

Compound words.

Days of the week.

Common exception words.

S1

S2

S3

S4

S5

S6

S7

S8

S9

S10

S11

S12

S13

S37

Re
d

R1

Year 1 
Grammar Domain 
Coverage

Nouns

Verbs

Adjectives

Adverbs

Statements

Questions

Commands

Exclamations

Sentences

Noun phrasesR)

Co-ordinating 
conjunctions

Subordinating 
conjunctions

Simple past and present

Present and past 
progressive

Tense consistency

Capital letters

Full stops

Question marks

Exclamation marks

Commas in lists

Apostrophes

Prefixes

Suffixes

G1.1

G1.2

G1.3

G1.6

G2.1

G2.2

G2.3

G2.4

G3.1

G3.2

G3.3

G3.4

G4.1a

G4.1d

G4.2

G5.1

G5.2

G5.3

G5.4

G5.5

G5.8

G6.2

G6.3

Si
lv

er

S3

Year 2 Part 2
Grammar Domain 
Coverage

Nouns

Verbs

Adjectives

Adverbs

Prepositions (Year 3)

Determiners (Year 3)

Statements

Questions

Commands

Exclamations

Sentences

Noun phrasesR)

Co-ordinating 
conjunctions

Subordinating
conjunctions and 
clauses

Simple past and present

Present and past 
progressive

Tense consistency

Capital letters

Full stops

Question marks

Exclamation marks

Commas in lists

Inverted commas 
(Year 3)

Apostrophes

Prefixes

Suffixes

G1.1

G1.2

G1.3

G1.6

G1.7

G1.8

G2.1

G2.2

G2.3

G2.4

G3.1

G3.2

G3.3

G3.4

G4.1a

G4.1d

G4.2

G5.1

G5.2

G5.3

G5.4

G5.5

G5.7

G5.8

G6.2

G6.3

Si
lv

er

S3

Year 2 Part 2
Spelling Domain 
Coverage

The /dʒ/ sound spelt as –ge and 
–dge at the end of words, and 
sometimes spelt as g elsewhere 
in words before e, i, and y.

The /s/ sound spelt c before e, 
i, and y; e.g. peace, cell, spicy, 
cycle.

The /n/ sound spelt kn- and 
(less often) gn- at the beginning 
of words.

The /r/ sound spelt wr at the 
beginning of words.

The /l/ or /el/ sound spelt –le at 
the end of words.

The /l/ or /el/ sound spelt –el at 
the end of words.

The /l/ or /el/ sound spelt –al at 
the end of words.

Words ending in –il.

The /ai/ sound spelt –y at the end 
of words; e.g. try, my.

Adding –es to nouns and verbs 
ending in –y; e.g. babies, skies.

Adding –ed, -ing, -er and –est to 
a root word ending in –y with a 
consonant before it.

Adding the endings –ing, -ed, -er
and –y to words ending in –e with 
a consonant before it.

Adding –ing, -ed, -est and –y to 
words of one syllable ending in 
a single consonant letter after a 
single vowel letter.

The /ɔ:/ sound spelt a before l
and ll; e.g. all, call, talk, walk.

The /ʌ/ sound spelt o; e.g. 
mother, front, oven.

The /i:/ sound spelt –ey; e.g. 
key, donkey.

The /ɒ/ sound spelt a after w and 
qu; e.g. swamp, wander.

The /ɜ:/ sound spelt or after w; 
e.g. worm, word.

The /ɔ:/ sound spelt ar after w; 
e.g. warm, war.

The /ʒ/ sound spelt s. (These 
words often end in -sion); e.g. 
vision, collision, usual, casual.

The suffixes –ment, -ness, -ful, 
-less and -ly.

Words ending in –tion; e.g. 
station, fraction, lotion.

Homophones and near-homo-
phones.

Common exception words.

Year 3/4 Extention

S14

S15

S16

S17

S18

S19

S20

S21

S22

S23

S24

S25

S26

S27

S28

S29

S30

S31

S32

S33

S34

S35

S36

S37

5
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Sample Scope and Sequence Charts for Box 2

Book Band Chart for Box 2
Year 3 Year 4

The English Skills Box
Colour Set

Book Band Guide
The English Skills Box

Colour Set
Book Band Guide

Scarlet Set Working within White Salmon Set Working within Brown

Peach Set Working within White Lilac Set Working within Brown

Jade Set Working within Lime Sapphire Set Working within Brown

Apricot Set Working within Lime Crimson Set Working within Brown

Emerald Set Working within Lime Lavender Set Working within Brown

Violet Set Working within Lime Teal Set Working within Grey

Olive Set Working within Brown Indigo Set Working within Grey

Bronze Set Working within Grey

Year 3 Content Domain: Reading Content Domain: Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
(R) indicates revision of an objective from a previous year.

Card 
Colour 

and 
Number Title

Text Type 
– Genre 2a

 D
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gl
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g 

Violet – 1
The 

Egyptian 
Pyramid

Imaginative 
mystery

2 2 3 1

G1.6 Adverbs (R)
G1.7 Prepositions
G1.8 Determiners

G3.4 Subordinating 
clauses (R)

G4.1b Verbs 
in the 
perfect 
form

G5.7 Inverted 
commas

G5.8 Apostrophes 
(R)

G7.1 Standard 
English

Word list, 
S38, S39, 
S42, S43, 
S46, S48, 
S51

Scarlet – 1
The Fox 
and the 
Crow

Fable 2 2 1 2 1

G1.2 Verbs
G1.4 Conjunctions
G1.5 Pronouns
G1.6 Adverbs
G1.8 Determiners

G2.4 Exclamations G3.4 Subordinating 
conjunctions 
and clauses

G5.7 Inverted 
commas

G5.8 Apostrophes 
for 
contracted 
forms

G6.3 Suffixes Year 3/4 
word list, 
S34(R), 
S42, S43, 
S46, S61



Sc
ar

le
t

S1

Vi
ol

et

V1Year 3 – Grammar Domain Coverage

Nouns (R)

Verbs (R)

Adjectives (R)

Conjunctions

Pronouns

Adverbs (R)

Prepositions

Determiners

Subject

Statements (R)

Questions (R)

Commands (R) R)

Exclamations (R) (R)

Sentences and clauses (R)

Noun phrases (R)

Co-ordinating conjunctions (R)

Subordinating conjunctions and clauses (R)

Simple past and present (R)

Verbs in the perfect form

Present and past progressive (R)

Tense consistency (R)

Capital letters (R)

Full stops (R)

Question marks (R)

Exclamation marks (R)

Commas in lists (R)

Inverted commas

Apostrophes for contracted forms (R)

Prefixes (R)

Suffixes (R)

Word families

Standard English

Formal and informal vocabulary

G1.1

G1.2

G1.3

G1.4

G1.5

G1.6

G1.7

G1.8

G1.9

G2.1

G2.2

G2.3

G2.4

G3.1

G3.2

G3.3

G3.4

G4.1a

G4.1b

G4.1d

G4.2

G5.1

G5.2

G5.3

G5.4

G5.5

G5.7

G5.8

G6.2

G6.3

G6.4

G7.1

G7.2

Sc
ar

le
t

S1

admiration

proudly, hopefully, 
splendidly, gladly

delicious

there/their/they’re,
piece/peace

certain

beautiful, wonderful, 
careful 

(S34: suffix -ful )

Vi
ol

et

V1

mystery, myth, 
pyramid, Egyptian

location
exploration

curious

stomach

science

disappear

Year 3 –Spelling Domain Coverage

Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters.

y as in myth

ou as in young

Prefixes

Suffix -ation

Suffix -ly

Words ending in –sure and -ture

-sion endings

Suffix -ous

-tion, -sion, -ssion, -cian endings

ch as in echo

ch as in chef

-gue and -que endings

sc as in science

ei as in vein, neigh, they

Homophones and near homophones

Year 3/4 Word List

Key Stage 1 Revision

S38

S39

S40

S41

S42

S43

S44

S45

S46

S47

S48

S49

S50

S51

S52

S61

Sample Spelling and Grammar Domains Chart for Box 2

(R) indicates revision of an objective from a previous year.

7
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Sample Scope and Sequence Charts for Box 3

Book Band Chart for Box 3
Year 5 Year 6

The English Skills Box
Colour Set

Book Band Guide
The English Skills Box

Colour Set
Book Band Guide

Burgundy Set Working within Grey Ruby Set Working within Dark Red

Saffron Set Working within Grey Coral Set Working within Dark Red

Turquoise Set Working within Grey Charcoal Set Working within Dark Red

Copper Set Working within Dark Blue Maroon Set Working within Dark Red

Khaki Set Working within Dark Blue Denim Set Working within Dark Red

Magenta Set Working within Dark Blue Fuchsia Set Working within Dark Red

Tan Set Working within Dark Blue Rust Set Working beyond book bands

Aquamarine Working within Dark Blue

Year 5 Content Domain: Reading Content Domain: Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
(R) indicates revision of an objective from a previous year.

Card 
Colour 

and 
Number Title

Text Type 
– Genre 2a

 D
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is

e 

2d
 I

nf
er

 

2e
 P

re
di

ct

2f
 

Re
la

te

2g
 E

xp
lo

re

2h
 C

om
pa

re
 

G1
 G

ra
m

m
at

ic
al

 
te

rm
s/

W
or

d 
cl

as
se

s

G2
 S

en
te

nc
es

 

G3
 C

om
bi

ni
ng

 
w

or
ds

, p
hr

as
es

 
an

d 
cl

au
se

s

G4
 V

er
b 

fo
rm

s, 
te

ns
e 

an
d 

co
ns

is
te

nc
y

G5
 P

un
ct

ua
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Magenta 
– 3

Poems 
by Robert 

Louis 
Stevenson

Poems 2 2 2 1 1 1 1

G1.4 Conjunctions (R)
G1.5b Relative pronouns
G1.6 Adverbs of 

possibility
G1.6a Adverbials

G3.1a Relative   
 clauses

G5.8 Apostrophes (R)
G5.9 Parenthesis

G6.2 Prefixes G7.2 Standard 
English

Word lists 
(Year 5/6); 
S55, S56, S59, 
S61

Burgundy 
– 1

Boss for a 
Day

Imaginative 
recount

3 1 1 1 2 2

G1.5 Pronouns for 
cohesion (R)

G1.6a Fronted 
adverbials (R)

G1.6a Adverbials for 
cohesion

G1.6 Adverbs of 
possibility

G3.2 Noun 
phrases 
(R)

G2.1a Relative 
clauses

G4.1c Modal 
verbs

G5.8 Apostrophes
G5.9 Punctuation for 

parenthesis

G6.3 Suffixes Word lists 
(Years 3/4) 
and 5/6) 
S38(R), 
S47(R), S53, 
S55, S56, S60, 
S61



Bu
rg

un
dy

B1

-cous

-ence

-able

b

dessert/desert, allowed/
aloud, feet/feat,
wonder/wander

immediately

R (attention)

-tion

different

M
ag

en
ta

M3

brilliant

miserable, 
flammable

through,
rough 

witch/which,
plain/plane

soldiers,
rhyme,
vehicle

Year 5 – Spelling Domain Coverage

words ending -cious or -tious

-cial endings

-ant, -ance, -ancy, -ent, -ence, -ency endings

-able -ible, -ably, -ibly endings

suffix -fer

ei after c

letter string -ough

silent letters

homophones and near homophones

Word list words

Revision Year 3/4

suffixes starting with vowels

/i/ spelt y

/u/ spelt ou

prefixes

-ation

-ly

-ture

-sion

-ous

-tion, -sion, -ssion, -ch

/k/ sound spelt ch

-

homophone

Word Lists

S53

S54

S55

S56

S57

S58

S59

S60

S61

S38

S39

S40

S41

S42

S43

S44

S45

S46

S47

S48

S50

S61

Sample Spelling and Grammar Domains Chart for Box 3

Bu
rg

un
dy

B1

M
ag

en
ta

M3Year 5 – Grammar Domain Coverage

Relative pronouns

Adverbs for degrees of possibility

Adverbials

Prepositions

Determiners

Subject and object

Relative clauses

Modal verbs

Commas to clarify meaning

Parenthesis

Prefixes

Suffixes

Formal and informal

Year 4 Revision

Word classes

Conjunctions

Pronouns for cohesion

Possessive pronouns

Adverbs and fronted adverbials

Prepositions

Determiners

Nouns phrases

Subordinating conjunctions and clauses

Comma after fronted adverbials

Punctuating speech

Apostrophes

Suffixes

Standard English forms

G1.5b

G1.6

G1.6a

G1.7

G1.8

G1.9

G3.1a

G4.1c

G5.6a

G5.9

G6.2

G6.3

G7.2

G1.2

G1.4

G1.5

G1.5a

G1.6/G1.6a

G1.7

G1.8

G3.2

G3.4

G5.6b

G5.7

G5.8

G6.3

G7.1

9
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Progression Test



Other boxed sets in our range

Teachers Inspiring Teachers

Request a FREE sample by visiting
https://www.prim-ed.co.uk/sample-packs/

Phone: 020 3773 9620  Email: sales@prim-ed.co.uk  Website: www.prim-ed.co.uk
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By Email 
sales@prim-ed.co.uk

By Phone 
020 3773 9620
Mon - Fri 8.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

By Fax
020 3773 9535

By Sales Consultant
020 3773 9620
Call to arrange a call back

ORDERING IS EASY! Detailed below are the options available, along with full contact details:

FREE POSTAGE
On all orders over £25.

Online 
www.prim-ed.co.uk

CODE TITLE LEVEL QUANTITY PRICE
6502 The English Skills Box 1 KS1 (Years 1–2) £199.00

6503 The English Skills Box 2 LKS2 (Years 3–4) £199.00

6504 The English Skills Box 3 UKS2 (Years 5–6) £199.00

TOTAL

Order The English Skills Box today!

Customer Details

Please send full resource catalogue(s) to the above address     Please arrange for a call back from sales team  

Contact Name: 

School: 

Address: 

 Postcode: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

 Please invoice our school       Enclosed is a cheque

Please debit my credit card      Visa     Mastercard

Cardholder’s Name: 

Expiry Date: 

Signature:

www.prim-ed.co.uk

F1
72

6

Each box has 75 graded reading texts to align with the national curriculum 
and SATs requirements of KS1, LKS2 and UKS2, with skill-focused activities 
to inspire confidence in learners. 
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